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ify that this correspondence is being deposited with the U.S. Postal 
as Express Mail, Airbill No. EV710216646US, in an envelope addressed 
rCommissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on 
the date shown below. 

Dated: December 19, 2005 Siqnatur e/^tA^/^^ j/fc ^J^ 4 



(Brenda C. McFadden) 



Docket No. 03226/122001; P6315 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Patent Application of: 
Srividhya Gopalan 

Application No. : 1 0/07 1,110 

Filed: February 8, 2002 

For: METHOD AND APPARATUS TO VALIDATE 
A DATE INPUT 



Conf. No.: 1438 
Art Unit: 2193 
Examiner: T. J. Roche 



DECLARATION PURSUANT TO 37 CFR §1.131 

In connection with the Applicant's Response to the Office Action of September 20, 
2005, this Declaration sets forth the pertinent facts proving conception of the claimed invention 
prior to December 17, 2001 . 

1. I, Srividhya Gopalan, am the listed inventor for U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 
10/071,1 10 entitled "Method and Apparatus to Validate a Date Input." 

2. I, Srividhya Gopalan, conceived the claimed invention on or before June 7, 2001, as 
evidenced by: (i) the enclosed invention disclosure statement submitted to the present 
Assignee on April 13, 2001 {see Tab 1); and (ii) the enclosed draft of the written 
description dated June 7, 2001 {see Tab 2). 

3. I, Srividhya Gopalan, conceived the claimed invention prior to at least June 7, 2001, 
as set forth above, in the United States. 

4. I, Srividhya Gopalan, diligently worked on the reduction to practice of the invention 
from at least the date established by the enclosed documents (referenced above) until 
at least the date of constructive reduction to practice established by the filing of U.S. 
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Patent Application No. 10/071,110 on February 8, 2002, as evidenced by the 
correspondences between various parties regarding the drafting of the patent 
application for the present invention between July 12, 2001 and February 8, 2002 
(see Tab 3). 



I, Srividhya Gopalan, hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are 
true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false 
statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 
1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize 
the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 



Signed this i£. day of November 2005. 



Srividhya Gopalan 



Dated: December 19, 2005 



Respectfully submitted, 



By 



Robert P. Lord 
Registration No.: 46,479 
OSHA • LIANG LLP 
1221 McKinney St., Suite 2800 
Houston, Texas 77010 
(713) 228-8600 
(713)228-8778 (Fax) 
Attorney for Applicant 



Date: Fri, 13 Apr 2001 14^3 0 :32 -0700 (PDT) 
From: Celeste Filoia ^(flBMWM^V^WflHfc 

Subject: P6315 - Invention Disclosure - Gopalan 
To : srividhya . gopalan@eng . sun . com 




Srividhya, 



Here's a copy of yoiit di sclosure with the Sun reference number assigned 
to. it (P6315) — 




GOPALAN, SRIVIDHYA 




***NEW INVENTION DISCLOSURE BY Srividhya Gopalan*** 



ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGED COMMUNICATION 



Here is your copy of the new Invention Disclosure 
that you have just submitted. We will contact you 
shortly about preparing the patent application. 



thank you , Srividhya Gopalan, for submitting this disclosure. 
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1- TITLE: Validating a date input 

This invention relates primarily to: SOFTWARE 



2. BACKGROUND AND RELATED ART 

A. The technical problem is as follows: 

In interactive software applications, it is often necessary 
to validate a date provided as input. 

B. The Closest Related Art is as follows: 

The existing approach involves validating the month applying 
rules of the Gregorian Calendar. For eg, if the input has 
February as the month and 29 as the date, the existing 
approach would take the following steps: 

(Is the month February? 

If so, is the year divisible by four? 

If so, is the year not divisible by 400? 

If so, the date^giYSSU-is^valid. Else, it is not) 



3. DRAWING (S) 

Drawings for this invention are UNAVAILABLE. 
Comments about providing drawings: 



4. WRITTEN DESCRIPTION 

The invention is described as follows: 

The existing approach cannot address changes to the rules of 

Gregorian Calendar. If it was decided that an extra day 
shall be added to February every 100 years, the code will 
have to be rewritten. Also, the existing approach is 
cumbersome and time consuming because all the rules will 
have to be checked to determine the validity of the date. 
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Re: P65.1S..- Inven tion Disclosure - Gopalan 

Subject: Re: P6315 - Invention Disclosure - Gopalan 
Date: Thu, 07 Jun 2001 1 1 :09:04 -0700 
From: Srividhya Gopalan r 




Hi Ramin, 



Here is the written description for the invention disclosure. 




The disclosure involves the application of language's features to perform 
efficient date validation. The current approach involves validating a date by 
applying the rules of the Gregorian calendar. This approach is lengthy, requires 
a clear understanding of the complex rules (especially leap year definition) and 
needs code rewrite should the Gregorian calendar rules change. It is also prone 
to issues if certain values are hard coded in the code (9/9/99 issue :) 

My approach involves using* the input to create a date using the language's date 
creating function and comparing the numeric values of day, month and year of the 
created date with that of the input. If the numeric values match, the input is 
valid, else it is not. It can be used with any programming language that has a 
date creating function that rounds a given date to the nearest valid date. The 
approach is simple, elegant and efficient. 

Consider date validation to be performed with the input as an integer value for 
each of day month and year. In current practice, one would do somethinq similar 
to : 

1. Is day>0 and month>0, and year>0 ? yes -> proceed, no -> invalid date 

2. Is year within valid limits ? yes -> proceed, no -> invalid date 

3. Is month > 0 .and month <13 ? yes-> proceed, no -> invalid date 

4. Is month one *of (1,3,5,7,8,10,12) and day<32 ? yes-> valid END, no -> 
proceed 

5. Is month one of (4, 6, 9, 11), and day<31 ? yes-> valid END, no -> proceed 

6. Is month 2, and date < 29 ? yes-> valid END, no -> proceed 

7. Is month 2, and date = 29? yes -> check if year is leap year and validate 

8. date is invalid 

My approach would involve the following: 

1. Input the values of day, month and year to create a date. 

2. Obtain the values of day, month and year from the created date as output. 

3. Compare the two sets of values. Match ? yes-> valid date, no -> invalid 
date. 

Following is an illustration of my approach in javascript. 
// program snippet 

function isValidDate (yearln, monthln, dayln) 

var yearOut, monthOut, dayOut, date; 
var validDate=true, invalidDate=f alse; 

// use the input to create a date 

date = new Date (yearln, monthln, dateln) ; 

// get the values of year, month and day from the date created 
yearOut= date. get Year (); 
monthOut = date . getMonth (); 
dayOut = date.getDate (); 
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// check if the two sets of values match 

if ( (yearIn==yearOUt ) && (monthln==month0ut ) && (dayln==day0ut ) ) 

return validDate; // date values are for a valid date 
else 

return invalidDate; // invalid input provided for date 



Please let me know if you need addtitional information; 



Thank you 



Regards 
Vidhya 
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Sun Microsystems, Inc. ^ 322 lo^ /£\?-0 Of 



901 San Antonio Road, M/S PalOl-521 
Palo Alto, CA 94303 
(408)328-8850 (writer's direct dial) 
(408) 720-2006 (fax) 
ramin.aghevli@sun.com 




microsystems 

* July 12, 2001 

We're the dot in .com 

Jonathan Osha, Esq. 
Rosenthal & Osha L.L.P. 
700 Louisiana Street, Suite 4550 
Houston, Tx 77002 



RE: New patent Disclosure entitled: "Validating a Date Input" 

Inventor(s): Srividhya Gopalan 

Sun File No.: P6315 

Business Unit: Processor Products Group 

Target Filing Date: October 15, 2001 

Dear Jonathan: 



Enclosed is an invention disclosure for the above-identified invention. Sun has 
selected you to prepare a patent application based on our understanding that you will 
personally write or supervise the preparation of this application. Any patent professional 
providing billable services in relation to this matter must be approved prior to 
commencement of work. * 



As counsel for Sun, it is your responsibility to: (1) work directly with the inventor in 
preparing the application in compliance with Sun's specification and claim drafting 
guidelines; (2) determine all relevant events regarding any potential U.S. or international 
bar dates; and (3) obtain the necessary signatures and file the application in a timely 
manner to preserve both U.S. and international patent rights. Please contact me 
immediately in the event of any problems. 

With regard to this application, please note that the following information may 
change from time to time: 

1 . 1 have notified the inventor(s) that you will be handling this matter on Sun's 
behd^lease make initial contact with the first-named inventor, Srividhya Goplan, at 
"flHB^Bfe within one week of receiving this letter to let him know you (or an approved 
person you have chosen) received the disclosure. 
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2. Please provide me with a copy of each draft application sent to the 
inventors for review, with the final draft sent in time for me to review it and 
provide comments prior to filing the application. Preferably, the draft should be 
converte d to an Ad obe PDF file, encrypted and sent via e-mail to 
tfOMqflBBMNPHMto. Alternatively, the draft may be faxed to flM|p, 
mailed or couriered to Please notethat this address 
should only be used for sending drafts as it bypasses our internal docketing system. All other 
documents should be sent to the address in paragraph 6 below. 

3. When you have received my approval of the final draft, please send the formal 
papers directly to the inventors for execution and then file the case with the executed 
papers. Sun will not pay for fees associated with Missing Parts unless approved by me 
prior to filing the application. Sun does not wish to have assignments notarized, 
therefore, please prepare the assignment document without a provision for notarization. 

4. Please schedule this for filing no later than October 15, 2001, When planning your 
deadlines, please take into account the turn-around time necessary for review by the inventors 
and by me. Changes in the filing date may only be approved by me and are not to be negotiated 
with the inventor. 

5. Notify us, preferably by e-mail to4tt*MnHHH0W^MHHte, or by fax M 

^fcW^P, that the case has been filed, within two business days of the filing. Please 
include the Sun reference number, application title and inventor names, requested filing 
date and actual filing date. 

6. When sending us a copy of the application as filed, please also include copies of all 
transmittal documents (with Sun reference number, application title and inventor 

names, requested filing date and actual filing date). Furthermore, please enter this case 
on your docket and send copies of all correspondence in this case to: 

Maria Moore, Patent Operations Manager 
Sun Microsystems, Inc. 
M/S UPAL01-521 
901 San Antonio Road 
Palo Alto, CA 94303 

7. As per ou^ugent billing agreement, the charges for legal services for this case 
are not to exceed«<H^|m. Please call me if you have any questions relating to 

this maximum fee. * ; 

8. Please invoice Sun for all legal fees, filing fees and other costs associated with 
this disclosure. Please send all invoices to^p|g0M^,^ftflHMAp&t the address 
in paragraph 6 with a copy directly to me. 
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9. When preparing the Power of Attorney form, please add the following 
attorneys: 



.*r. - - If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me. 

Sincerely, 



Ramin Aghevli J 
Senior Counsel 



Enclosures 
cc: Docketing 
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To: Mr. Srividhya Gopalan 
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European Office: 
121. avenue des champs elysees 

75008 Paris • FRANCE 



UNITED STATES 
EUROPE 



SUITE 4550 • 700 LOUISIANA STREET 
HOUSTON • TEXAS 77002 



TELEPHONE: (713) 228-8600 



FACSIMILE: (7 1 3) 228-8778 



October 8, 2001 



Mr. Srividhya Gopalan 



Via Facsimile No 




SUN PROPRIETARY/ 
CONFIDENTIAL 



Re: New U. S. Patent Application Entitled 

"METHOD AND APPARATUS TO VALIDATE A 
DATE INPUT" 

Inventor: Srividhya GOPALAN 
Our File: 03226/122001 
Your Reference: P6315 



Enclosed for your review is a first draft of a patent application entitled "Method 



and Apparatus to Validate a Date Input." Please review this application carefully and send us 
your comments at your earliest convenience. Described below are certain requirements of the 
United States patent laws of which you should be aware during your review of the draft 
application and the subsequent prosecution of the application after it is filed. 



Review of the Specification 

Please review the entire application for completeness and accuracy. Under the 



patent laws of the United States, the patent specification must teach a person of ordinary skill in 
the art how to practice the claimed invention without undue experimentation; it is critical that the 
patent application meet this requirement. Additionally, do not hesitate to point out any technical 
errors, details, or advantages that I have not adequately described. 



"Best-Mode" Requirement 

Under the patent laws of the United States, a patent application must describe the 



"best mode" contemplated by the inventor of practicing the claimed invention at the time of 
filing the application. Failure to comply with the best-mode requirement may result in the patent 
later being held to be invalid. 



Dear Mr. Gopalan: 
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Mr. Srividhya Gopalan 
October 8, 2001 
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As a general proposition, any time an inventor has a preference regarding any 
aspect of the invention, including specifically the way the invention is implemented from a 
commercial or other point of view, that aspect should at least be considered as a possible best 
mode point. Depending on the circumstances, the best mode might include preferred 
manufacturing techniques, preferred operating conditions, preferred materials used in 
construction or operation, preferred algorithms, subsequent improvements to the initial 
invention, etc. In addition, the best mode is not limited to information developed by the 
inventor, but may include items suggested or developed by others but known to the inventor at 
the time the application is filed. I encourage you to discuss with me any questions you may have 
regarding compliance with the best-mode requirement in this patent application. 

Review of the Claims 

Each claim in the application (the numbered paragraphs at the end of the 
application) represents a separate definition of the invention, and hence each claim may afford a 
different scope of protection if allowed. As you read the claims, please remember that the 
"dependent" claims (i.e., those claims that refer to other claims in the application by number) 
include all of the limitations of the referenced claim(s). You will notice that some claims are 
more specific than others. It is appropriate to seek to cover the invention in both its broader and 
more narrow aspects by drafting claims of varying scope. In general, the more detail that is 
recited in a claim, the more narrow the scope of the protection afforded by that claim. 

When reviewing the claims, please ensure that there is a claim that covers each of 
the various ways in which the invention could be practiced; ideally, there should be at least one 
broad claim in the application that covers all of the various possible embodiments of the 
invention. Please bear in mind that a claim that includes an element that is not present in a 
particular embodiment of the invention probably will not cover that embodiment. On the other 
hand, it is not necessary for a claim to include every element of an embodiment of an invention 
to cover the invention. If none of the claims covers a particular variation or embodiment of the 
invention, please let me know, as we should consider adding one or more additional claims. 

Disclosure of Material "Prior Art" and Other Information 

Please note that each inventor will be required to sign a declaration as a part of the 
application process. The declaration is a statement by the person signing it, made subject to the 
penalties of perjury, acknowledging that the person signing the declaration: (1) has reviewed and 
understands the contents of the application; (2) believes that he/she is an original and first 
inventor of the claimed invention; and (3) understands that he/she and all other individuals 
having substantial involvement in the preparation or prosecution of the application have a duty to 
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Mr. Srividhya Gopalan 
October 8, 2001 
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disclose to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office all information known to them (or that later 
becomes known to them prior to the issuance of the patent) that is "material" to the examination 
of the application. Such "material information" includes prior art that is material to the 
examination of the application. Even potentially material information should be brought to our 
attention so that we may consider submitting it to the Patent and Trademark Office. 



If you have any questions, please feel free to call or otherwise contact us. 




Very trulvyours. 



cc: Patent Operations Manager 
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Romi Nayef 

From: Romi Nayef [nayef@rosha.com] 
Sent: Monday, October 15, 2001 2:22 PM 
To: srividhya.gopalan@sun.com 
Subject: Review of 03226/122001; P6315 

Ms. Gopalan, 

On October 8, 2001 I faxed for your review the completed first draft of the above-referenced application 
(P6315; 03226/122001). Please respond to this email with the current status of your review. In other words, 
please tell me how much longer you will need to carefully review the application. 

I appreciate your timely response to this message. 

Thank you. 
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- Romi 

R.H. Nayef, Patent Engineer 

Rosenthal & Osha, L.L.P. 

700 Louisiana, Suite 4550 

Houston, Texas 77002 

713.228.8600 (office) 713.228.8778 (fax) 



CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE 

This document and any attachments may contain privileged or confidential information. In the event that this document has been sent to you in 
error , or otherwise has been misdirected, please reply to the sender that you have received this message in error and delete this message Your 
cooperation is greatly appreciated. 



10/15/01 



y. 
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Romi Nayef 



From: 



Romi Nayef [nayef@rosha.com] 
Monday, October 29, 2001 12:54 PM 
srividhya.gopalan@sun.com 
Grace Wise; Robert Lord 
Review of 03226/122001; P6315 



Sent: 



To: 



Subject: 
Tracking: 



Recipient 

srividhya.gopalan@sun.com 



Read 



Grace Wise 



Read: 10/29/01 3:41 PM 
Read: 10/29/01 9:18 PM 



Robert Lord 



Ms. Gopalan, 



On October 25, 2001 you informed me that you would be able to send to me your review of the above- 
referenced patent application draft. The draft was faxed to your office October 8, 2001 . I also contacted you 
by email on October 15, 2001 to inquire about your status. 

It is important for us to have knowledge of your review status, in order to effectuate a timely filing of this 
application. Please tell update me as to your current status in regard to the draft. If you have completed your 
review, please fax the reviewed application to my attention at 712.288.8778. 

I appreciate your timely response to this message. 

Thank you. 



- Romi 

R.H. Nayef, Patent Engineer 

Rosenthal & Osha, L.L.P. 

700 Louisiana, Suite 4550 

Houston, Texas 77002 

713.228.8600 (office) 713.228.8778 (fax) 



This document and any attachments may contain privileged or confidential information. In the event that this document has been sent to you in 
error, or otherwise has been misdirected, please reply to the sender that you have received this message in error and delete this message. Your 
cooperation is greatly appreciated. 
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UNITED STATES ONE HOUSTON CENTER • SUITE 2800 European Office: 

EUROPE 122! MCKINNEY STREET 1 2 1 , avttnue des Champs Elysees 

HOUSTON • TEXAS 77010 75008 Par,s . FRANCE 

TELEPHONE: C7 1 3) 2288600 FACSIMILE: (7 13) 228-8778 

E-MAIL: osha@rosha.com 



February 8, 2002 

Marilyn Glaubensklee 
Sun Microsystems, Inc. 
901 San Antonio Road 
M/S-.NWK16-315 
Palo Alto, CA 94303-4900 

Re: New U.S. Utility Patent Application Entitled: 

"Method and Apparatus to Validate a Date Input" 
Inventor(s): Srividhya GOP ALAN 
Our File: 03226.122001 
Your Reference No. : P63 1 5 

Dear Marilyn: 

We confirm filing of the referenced Utility Application and Assignment with the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on February 8. 2002. and enclose copies for your records. 

Please note that we have one year from the filing date, namely, February 8. 2003. 
in which to file foreign applications claiming priority of the U.S. patent application. We will 
keep this date in our docketing system and will remind you of the deadline as the date draws 
closer. 

In addition, we take this opportunity to remind you of the duty of candor under 37 
CFR § 1.56. If you or the applicant should become aware of any information material to the 
examination of this application, kindly provide it to us as soon as possible so that it may be 
submitted to the Patent and Trademark Office in an Information Disclosure Statement. 

Currently, we expect this application will be set for publication by the U.S. Patent 
Office on August 8, 2003 (18 months from filing). Please note that upon publication, it will be 
possible for third parties to view the above application. It is also possible for third parties to 
submit information to be considered by the examiner in your patent application. However, it is 
not possible for third parties to oppose your application before issuance without your express 
consent. If you would like further information regarding this process, please contact us. 
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Marilyn Glaubensklee 
February 8, 2002 
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If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 



JPO/WHQ/bwh 

cc: w/ Enclosures 

Srividhya Gopalan 
Sun Microsystems, Inc. 
901 San Antonio Road 
M/S: USUN03-105 
Palo Alto, CA 94303 

w/o Enclosures 
Wasif Qureshi (firm) 



Very truly yours, 




lathan P. Osha 



25412_I.DOC 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

SfLINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



